
 
Minutes of GRICG Meeting held Tuesday November 17th 2015 

at GRNSW 
 
Meeting commenced at 11.10 am 
 
Attendance: 
 
Ron Arnold (c), Richard Bligh, Craig Jackson, Michael Player, Shayne Stiff 
 
Wayne Billett has moved to GRNSW, so the process has commenced for the NSW TAB clubs to nominate a 
replacement. 
 
Mark Merlino resigned as the Bookmakers representative and Shane Stiff has taken up his position. 
 
Minutes of the previous meeting on Thursday September 24th 2015 were accepted. 
 
Business Arising from minutes: Nil 
 
Correspondence:  Inward 
 

1. Correspondence from the NSW Bookmakers Co-operative 
2. Release last week re taxation and GBOTA response 
3. Statement released by Troy Grant 
4. Scott Marcus item in the weekend paper 
5. Kennels  
 
Outward: 
 
1. Letter to Paul Newson re working party – role of GRICG 
2. Re taxation 
3. Letter to Karen Lees cc Paul Newson re keeping bitches off season etc.  
 

Business Arising from Correspondence: 
 
Inward: 
 

1. NSW Bookmakers Co-operative has advised that Mark Merlino has tendered his resignation and 
Shane Stiff from the Dubbo end of the Bookmakers representative is here. 
 
2. We agree with the correspondence sent by the GBOTA re the unfair changes to the taxation 
percentages where the greyhound industry doesn’t get its fair share. 
 
3. Troy Grant released a statement saying that NSW is the premier racing state, and Country and 
Provincial racing is the lifeblood of the industry. As these involve all three codes, we cannot understand 
why he would not want to give all the codes an amount that reflects their turnover and thus keep them 
continuously improving, knowing that the better they get, the larger the turnover and thus the more 
money returned to the industry, as well as government through tax. 
 
5. Kennels – only allowed so many. People do the best for their dogs. Fences should be structurally 
sound. 
We recommend we have the same rules as the horses and the trots. 
 



 
 

General Business & Recommendations: 
 

1. GRICG recommends that GRNSW keeps the policy of dogs trialling after the last race, as it is a plus for 
the trainers not having to go back the next morning to trial, so saving them time and money. It is also an 
income stream for the race clubs. 
 
2. GRICG to ask GRNSW to arrange a meeting with Karen Lees and Elizabeth Arnott to discuss industry 
issues. 
 
3. GRICG recommends that GRNSW go back and re-issue a press release about the tax disparity 
percentages that have recently been voted on in State Parliament. Some things need to be said by 
GRNSW such as: 
 
GRNSW is being run by Paul Newson and not a full industry-represented board, therefore the press 
release should state that Paul Newson wrote the press release and that the Greyhound Industry does 
not support what the Parliament has done. 
 
GRNSW needs to study the IER report, as it believes that the government took too much notice of 
particular parts of it to suit the other race codes, therefore it needs to go back and reply to certain 
assumptions in it. 
 
GRICG recommends that GRNSW commit resources in order to have the state parliament change its 
mind and change the tax disparity to a fair system for all. 
 
4. GRICG recommends that the Greyhound Adoption programme be run solely by GRNSW and that 
greyhounds not be re-homed with different groups who are only there to make money. We believe the 
best outcome is if GRNSW runs the programme completely. De-sexing etc. could also be carried out by 
GRNSW  vets. 
 
5. GRICG asks that it gets a copy of the KPMG report, as it had input into its making. 
 
6. GRICG recommends that all GRNSW vets carry supplies of synthetic hormones and that the GRNSW 
vets administer doses to bitches before race meetings to keep them off season. We believe that by 
doing this, participants will have a more economical way of keeping bitches off season and as the dose 
and time could be written into the weight card, a system would be put in place to stop problems with 
dose rates. This would also prolong the racing life of bitches. 
 
7. GRICG notes that the new working party has not got a GRICG representative, anyone involved in 
Greyhound rearing, a breaker, owner, breeder or trainer, other than Michael Eberand who we believe 
has been put on because of his financial experience, and so we ask that a person with this sort of hands-
on experience is added to make a more balanced group. If this cannot happen, then perhaps a meeting 
between them and GRICG could be arranged to facilitate a participant’s perception of which direction 
we should go. 

 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 1.20pm  
 
 
 


